
(Effective until January 1, 2021)

WAC 246-491-001  Purpose.  RCW 70.58.055 requires certificates 
for vital records to include, at a minimum, items recommended by the 
federal agency responsible for national vital statistics. RCW 
70.58.055 allows the state board of health to require additional in-
formation for the confidential section of the birth certificate, and 
eliminate items from the federal forms that it identifies as not nec-
essary for statistical study.

RCW 43.70.150 requires the secretary of the department of health 
to operate and maintain a state system for registering births, deaths, 
fetal deaths, marriages, divorce decrees, annulments and separations. 
RCW 43.70.160 requires the state registrar to prepare, print and sup-
ply the forms for registering, recording, and preserving vital statis-
tics. These rules identify the forms used and information collected by 
the state on live birth, death, fetal death, marriage, divorce, disso-
lution of marriage and annulment.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.150, 70.58.055, and chapter 70.58 RCW. 
WSR 02-20-092, § 246-491-001, filed 10/1/02, effective 11/1/02.]
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